
Citizens of Poland!

Today, I assume supreme command over the military force 
of Poland.
A great coup d’état in Germany has formed a people’s 
democratic government to protect interests of the German 
nation.
The occupation in Poland ceases to exist.
German soldiers are leaving our country.
I fully understand bitter feelings brought about by the rule 
of the occupants.
Nevertheless, I want us not to be carried away by hatred and 
revenge.
German political authorities and military forces have to leave 
in full order.

No unauthorised person shall be allowed to impose any 
regulations on the withdrawing troops.
I have indicated to the Soldiers’ Council established in Warsaw 
by the German garrison that for the time necessary to 
complete their withdrawal an order should be issued to all 
garrisons and posts to act and operate adequately to the new 
state of a�airs, both in Poland, and in Germany
Citizens! I therefore call upon all of you to keep your 
composure and stay calm and quiet as be�ts the nation sure of 
its great and glorious history.

Józef Piłsudski,
Warsaw, 12 November 1918
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